What is the difference between
Stormwater, Sewage
and Trade Waste?

Stormwater is rainwater that flows from rooves, gutters, roads,
footpaths and your garden when it rains. Stormwater is not
treated or cleaned of impurities before entering our local creeks,
rivers, wetlands and the beach via the stormwater drainage
system.

Domestic sewage is sewage that is discharged to the water
authority’s sewerage system. This waste comes from toilets,
bathrooms, laundries and domestic kitchens. The waste is
treated at a treatment plant to remove organic material, sludge
and pollutants before being discharged into the natural
environment.

Trade waste is any waste water discharged to the sewerage
system that is NOT domestic sewage. This can include waste
water from take away shops, restaurants and any other
commercial or industrial discharge.  Most trade waste
discharges require some form of pre-treatment prior to being
discharged to sewer. For example, grease traps are used in most
food businesses to capture waste prior to discharging to sewer.

To learn more about stormwater please access the following resources:

EPA Victoria: Ph: 03 9695 2722
Melbourne Water: Ph:131722
Yarra Valley Water: Ph: 131 721
South East Water: Ph: 03 9552 3000

www.epa.vic.gov.au
www.melbournewater.com.au
WWWwW.yvw.com.au
www.southeastwater.com.au
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City of Monash
www.monash.vic.gov.au
293 Springvale Road Glen Waverley

Ph:03 9518 3555, Email: mail@monash.vic.gov.au
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Protect our local waterways

from pollution by managing

CITY OF

MONASH

waste in your food business

=

Monash Wetlands

Port Phillip Bay



Sweep the
floors and dispose
of rubbish into a
bin rather than
washing it

down the drain.

What can YOU do
to protect our local
waterways?

Deposit waste
oil in storage
containers for
recycling instead
> of tipping it
= into the sink

Grease Traps
Most food businesses must have a
grease trap installed by a licensed

plumber and maintained by the
food business operator.

The grease trap is designed

to collect fat, oil and greasy wastes.

If your grease trap does not work
properly, you may be allowing discharges
into either the stormwater or sewerage
system, causing major environmental
damage to our local waterways.

Tips to Prevent Pollution

O Have your grease trap emptied regularly - at least every 3-4 months
depending on the size of your business

O Inspect your grease trap weekly to help prevent blockages and overflows
O Educate employees about which sinks can be used to wash greasy equipment

O Clean exhaust canopies and flues on a regular basis to stop grease leaking
from roof exhaust fans into the stormwater system

or drain.

Lock down
your bins to
prevent waste

from escaping

into the
drain.

Regulations and Penalties

For advice on the correct installation and location
of grease traps, please contact your local water authority.

Your local business directory will provide information on grease trap
cleaning services, waste oil recycling units and waste oil disposal.

Heavy penalties may apply if incorrect waste oil disposal is detected.



